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Landlord hits back at critics
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By Kim Walton

A FORMER Donside pub landlord has hit back at locals who have criticised him for closing his rural inn.

The Midmar Inn shut its doors last September - much to the dismay of locals - and former landlord David Cooper has now used an internet website to justify its closure.

Last October, the Piper revealed how the popular watering hole had closed without explanation or warning and partners David Cooper and Debi Begg, who run the establishment, went abroad to Europe a few days later.

Regulars at the pub, which was originally a shop but which has been an inn for more than 100 years, expressed their concern that it would never re-open and they would be left without a local.

They also claimed Mr Cooper had declared his intention to covert the Midmar Inn into a house.

Both Ms Begg and Mr Cooper have previously remained tight-lipped about their resons for the pub's closure but responding to the criticisms, Mr Cooper says on the website: "I'm fed up being told by so many people the Midmar Inn should remain open. Debi and I decided to close the pub because it was losing money.

"I was going to close the pub a year ago but Debi convinced me to keep it open. Debi wanted to keep the pub open 'for the locals'."

He goes on to say that the whole building needs money spent on it "well into six figures," with the kitchen, toilets, electrics, plumbing, drainage and new central heating all needing work.

"Once you spend that amount of money, you have to increase the covers to try and glean some money back, which means extending the place," he says. "We had several quotes for the work required, the returns would not justify the outlay."

Locals questioned why the couple had not sold the pub to someone else willing to run it.

Mr Cooper says: "We have only been approached by one person, and he is a very experienced chef in a fairly local pub/restaurant.

"He had a builder come to the pub and look into the work required. I provided him with all the drawing and plans I had. He came back to us two weeks later and said it was too costly to bring the whole place up to working standard."

Mr Cooper said they stoped serving food seven or eight weeks prior to closure because of the problems with electrics, burst pipes and drainage.

"The pub lost money every week we kept it open," he says. "To add insult to injury, on November 16 we had our private water supply condemned - a further additional cost against an already cash-strapped business. If we were not already closed,we would have been forced to close until the water problem was corrected.

"This pub is not a charity. I'm not going to burst my hump working all over the world so a few of the locals can visit once a week and drink subsidised beer. Some of our best customers were very regular but far from being locals.

At the meeting in Monymusk School, there where a dozen people who claimed to be regulars, Debi and I had never seen some them before. The other locals who claimed to be regulars, visited once a week and consumed 2/3 drinks each - that won't keep any pub open."

"We are told there is a petition with hundreds of signatures. If these hundreds of people care so much about the community spirit, they should all club together and buy the pub. They can then hire an honest manager, chef and staff and watch their money disappear down the plug hole, along with the beer dregs."

"This building is 100% owned by Debi and myself, nobody is going to tell us what to do with our building, our money and our future."

The couple took over the inn - which has a 35-seater restaurant and lounge, bar area and pool room - in October 2004. Their intention at the time was to build on its reputation as a real ale pub. They also hoped to attract new custom from Aberdeen.

The Friends of Midmar Inn action group was formed to represent the views of the community and customers of the inn whilst its future is decided. Their websi 

te, where feedback on the issue can be left, can be found at: http://savethemidmarinn.co.uk

The group's spokesman Gordon Hamilton, who has been a regular for 29 years, said: "In the time I've frequented the Midmar Inn, there have been seven different owners including the current ones. Each owner had their reasons for selling but they all did the decent thing and put the property on the market and let someone else have a go at it."

"The viability of the Midmar Inn cannot have changed radically in the three years since the present owners bought it. The building infrastructure must have been an issue with the previous owners."

"The pub has evolved over the years and I very much hope it is allowed to continue to do so. I urge the present owners to sell it on so it remains an asset for the community. They can still come and drink with us in the same way as previous owners have done."

The full article contains 886 words and appears in n/a newspaper.
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